
MOVE OVER LAW 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA:  

 

The Law 

§17C-14-9a. Approaching authorized emergency vehicles; penalties. 

 

(a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, 

when the authorized emergency vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately 

flashing red, red and white, blue, or red and blue lights or amber or yellow warning 

lights, shall: 

(1) Proceed with due caution, yield the right-of-way by making a lane change not 

adjacent to that of the authorized emergency vehicle, if possible with regard to safety and 

traffic conditions, if on a highway having at least four lanes with not less than two lanes 

proceeding in the same direction as the approaching vehicle and reduce speed to a safe 

level for road conditions; or 

(2) Proceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed 

not to exceed fifteen miles per hour on any nondivided highway or street and twenty-five 

miles per hour on any divided highway depending on road conditions, if changing lanes 

would be impossible or unsafe. 

(b) (l) Any person who violates any subsection of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or 

confined in the county or regional jail not more than sixty days, or both fined and 

imprisoned. 

(2) If violation of this section results in property damage in addition to any other penalty 

imposed, driving privileges of the persons causing the property damage shall be 

suspended for ninety days. 

(3) If violation of this section results in injury to another person in addition to any other 

penalty imposed, the driving privileges of the person causing the injury shall be 

suspended for six months. 

(4) If violation of this section results in the death of another person in addition to any 

other penalty imposed, the driving privileges of the person causing the death shall be 

suspended for two years. 

(5) Any person who violates any provision of this section and while doing so also 

violates section two, article five of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction thereof, shall, in addition to the penalties set out in section two of said article 

and this section, be fined not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five thousand 

dollars, or confined in the county or regional jail for a period not more than six months, 

or both fined and imprisoned. 

 

MARYLAND:  

 

(PIKESVILLE, MD) – Maryland State Police are reminding motorists to be aware of 

new traffic laws taking effect October 1st that require drivers to ‘move over,’ if 

possible, and are aimed at increasing safety for police, fire and emergency medical 

services personnel working on Maryland roadsides, as well as those riding bicycles or 



scooters. 

  

A new law requires drivers approaching from the rear an emergency vehicle using 

visual signals while stopped on a highway to, if possible, ‘make a lane change into an 

available lane not immediately adjacent to the emergency vehicle.’  

  

This movement should only be done if another lane in the same direction is available 

and the move can be made safely and without impeding other traffic.  If moving to 

another lane away from the stopped emergency vehicle is not possible, the law requires 

drivers to ‘slow to a reasonable and prudent speed that is safe for existing weather, 

road, and vehicular or pedestrian traffic conditions.’ 

  

The intent of the ‘move over’ law is to provide an extra barrier of safety for police 

officers, fire fighters, and emergency rescue personnel working along Maryland roads.  

  

It is hoped drivers will become more aware of police and emergency workers stopped 

along the road and move away from them or slow down as they pass by the traffic stop 

or incident scene.  

  

Under Maryland Vehicle Law, emergency vehicles are defined as: 

-Vehicles of federal, state, or local law enforcement agencies; 

-Vehicles of volunteer fire companies, rescue squads, fire departments, the Maryland 

Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems, and the Maryland Fire and Rescue 

Institute; 

-State vehicles used in response to oil or hazardous materials spills; 

-State vehicles designated for emergency use by the Commissioner of Correction; 

-Ambulances; and 

-Special vehicles funded or provided by federal, state, or local government and used for 

emergency or rescue purposes in Maryland.  

  

Violation of the ‘move over’ law is a primary offense with a fine of $110 and one 

point.  If the violation contributes to a traffic crash, the fine is $150 and three points.  If 

the violation contributes to a traffic crash resulting in death or serious injury, the fine is 

$750 and three points. 

  

A similar law is aimed at increasing safety for bicyclists or persons operating a motor 

scooter, or electric personal assistive mobility device (EPAMD).  This law requires 

drivers overtaking a bicycle, EPAMD, or motor scooter rider to pass safely at a distance 

of not less than three feet.  Exceptions are when the conveyance operator is not obeying 

the law or is solely responsible for creating a clearance of less than three feet, or if the 

highway is not wide enough to pass the vehicle at a distance of at least three 

feet.   Drivers must also yield the right of way to a bicycle, EPAMD, or motor scooter 

being operated lawfully in a designated bike lane or shoulder if the driver of the motor 

vehicle is about to enter or cross the bike lane or shoulder. 

  

A violation of this law is a primary offense with a fine of $80 and one point.  If the 



violation contributes to a traffic crash, the fine is $120 and three points.  

 

VIRGINIA:  

 

Virginia law (§ 46.2-921.1) states that “upon approaching a stationary vehicle that is 

displaying a flashing, blinking or alternating blue, red or amber light or lights,” drivers 

shall: • “On a highway having at least four lanes, at least two of which are intended for 

traffic proceeding as the approaching vehicle, proceed with caution and, if reasonable, 

with due regard for safety and traffic conditions, yield the right of way by making a lane 

change into a lane not adjacent to the stationary vehicle or • “If changing lanes would be 

unreasonable or unsafe, proceed with due caution and maintain a safe speed for highway 

conditions.” A single violation of the “Move Over” law is punishable as a traffic 

infraction. Subsequent violations may be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 

 

 

PENNSYLVANIA: 

 

“Steer Clear” Law 

The “Steer Clear” law, which went into effect in 2006, requires motorists to move over or 

slow down when they encounter an emergency scene, traffic stop or disabled vehicle. The 

law requires motorists to move to a lane that is not adjacent to the scene of an emergency 

response, police stop or a tow truck picking up an abandoned vehicle. If drivers cannot 

move over because of traffic or other conditions, they must reduce their speed. 

The law applies any time an emergency vehicle has its lights flashing and where road 

crews or emergency personnel have lighted flares, posted signs or tried to warn motorists. 

Failure to move over or slow down can result in a summary offense that carries a fine of 

up to $250. In addition, fines will be doubled for traffic violations occurring in these 

areas. If that violation leads to a worker being injured, a 90-day license suspension could 

result. 

In cases where law enforcement may not be present, the law allows road workers and 

emergency responders to report violations by motorists. Law enforcement can issue 

citations based on these reports. 

 


